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	Pax Christi Flanders’ Peace Manifesto
	Building collective security and sustainable peace through Diplomacy, Development, Democracy, and Defence.

	INTRODUCTION
	Thinking in balances of power is considered as the highest possible form of security, however, it is based on anxiety and a negative view of mankind. Here we see a clear dividing line: the point of view of Pax Christi Vlaanderen is one focused on people, groups, organizations, and states willing to cooperate; a view on the world in which connection is central. Conflicts are inherent to living together and can even offer opportunities for growth if we engage with them constructively. Pax Christi Vlaanderen believes that people can create a context in which active nonviolence, active listening, dialogue, and striving for reconciliation are possible at the level of individuals and communities as well as of states. This leads to conflict prevention, conflict transformation, restoration, and ultimately, to connection.

